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“TO PRESERVE THE NEW ORDER 
OF DEMOCRACY.” 


Following his re-election as President of the 
United States of America for a third term Mr. 
Roosevelt delivered the following address at a 
special Armistice Day ceremony held under the 
auspices of the American Legion in the Arlington 
National Cemetery on November 11th, 1940: 


N this day which commemorates the end of 
fighting between human beings in a world war, 
it is permissible for me to search far back in the 

history of civilization in order to visualize important 
trends. 


On the great seal of the United States, which for a 
century and a half has reposed in the loving care of a 
long line of Secretaries of State of the United States, 
appear these words: “‘ Novus ordo seclorum’”’ which 
means: ‘‘ Anew order of the ages.” 


In almost every century since the day that recorded 
history began, people have thought that they were 
creating or establishing some kind of ‘‘ new order of 
the ages.’” But in the scheme of civilization from which 
ours descends, I suppose that we can properly recognize 
that in twenty-five hundred years there have been only 
a very few “‘ new orders’’ in the development of human 
living under a thing called government. 


Without question the philosophy of orderly govern- 
ment in which the governed had some form of voice in 
a civilized society goes back to the days of ancient 
Greece. We must remember, however, that while the 
philosophy of democracy was there first expressed in 
words and on paper, the practice of it was by no meang 
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consistent, and was confined to a relatively small number 
of human beings and to a relatively small geographical 
area. 


We came to the age of Rome—an age of a strange 
admixture of elections and laws and military conquest 
and personal dictatorship. It was an age which ex- 
tended the civilization of the period to the greater part 
of the then known world. It was an age which forced 
its own conception of laws and ways of life on millions 
of less civilized people who previously had lived under 
tribal custom or centralized direction. Definitely, 
Rome was an age. 


With Rome’s collapse and the overrunning of Europe 
by vast population movements from farther east, orderly 
progress deteriorated and the sword drove learning into 
hiding. That dark period can hardly be called an age 
because it was an interim between ages. 


Then with the reawakening of a thousand years ago, 
with the crusades, the feudal system, the guilds, the 
kings and the renaissance, that age which immediately 
preceded our own was born and grew and flourished. 
That was an era of enormous distinction—arts and 
literature and education and exploration—marching 
armies, barons, and empires. Human security was 
still not existent—democracy was not permitted. 


Towards its close, however, the appearance of tiny 
movements in tiny places, led by tiny people, forecast 
the next vast step forward—the era of 1776—the age 
in which, thank God, we still live. 


Those beginnings originated, it 1s true, in the Old 
World—among the philosophers, among the seekers of 
many kinds of freedom forbidden by those who govern- 
ed. Those beginnings found their freest development 
in the colonies that were organized along the seaboard 
of North America. There, by the processes of trial and 
error, democracy as it has since been accepted in so 
many lands had its birth and its training. There came 
into being the first far flung government in all the world 
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whose cardinal principle was democracy—the United 
States of America. 


We must accept that as fact because, wholly 
and fundamentally, it was a new order—nothing 
like it had ever been seen before. We must accept 
it because the new order spread into almost every 
part of the civilized world. It spread in many 
forms—and over the next century almost all 
peoples had acquired some form of popular expres- 
sion of opinion, some form of election, of franchise, 
of the right to be heard. The Americans and the 
British Isles led the world in spreading the gospel 
of democracy among peoples great and small. 
And the world as a whole felt with much right 
that it had discarded feudalism, conquest and 
dictatorship. 


People felt that way until 1914, when a definite effort 
was made in a part of the world to destroy this existing 
“‘ new order of the ages ’’—to destroy it after its relative- 
ly short trial and to substitute for it the doctrine that 
might makes right. The attempt failed twenty-two 
years ago today. 


You and I who served in the period of the World War 
have faced in later years unpatriotic efforts by some 
of our own countrymen to make us believe that the 
sacrifices made by our own nation were wholly in vain. 
A hundred years from now historians will brand such 
efforts as puny and false. A hundred years from now 
historians will say rightly that the world had preserved 
the new order of the ages for at least a whole generation 

. full twenty years. 


America therefore is proud of its share in maintaining 
the era of democracy in that war in which we took part. 
America is proud of you who served—and ever will be 
proud. 


I, for one, do not believe that the era of demo- 
cracy in human affairs can or will be snuffed out 
in our lifetime. I for one do not believe that mere 
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force will be successful in destroying the seeds 
which had taken such firm root as a harbinger 
of better lives for mankind. I for ene do not 
believe that the world will revert either to a modern 
form of ancient slavery or to controls vested in 
modern feudalism or modern emperors or modern 
dictators or modern oligarchs in these days. The 
very people under their iron heels wiil themselves 
rebel. 


What are a few months or even a few years in the 
lifetime of any of us? We, alive today, live and think 
in terms of our grandparents and our own parents and 
ourselves and our children—yes, and our grandchildren. 
We, alive today—not in the existent democracies alone 
but also among the populations of the smaller nations 
already overrun—are thinking in the larger terms of the 
maintenance of the new order to which we have been 
accustomed and in which we intend to continue. We 
recognize certain facts of 1940 which did not exist in 
1g18—a need for the elimination of aggressive arma- 
ments—a need for the breaking down of barriers ina 
more closely knitted world—a need for restoring honor 
in the written and spoken word. 


You, the men of 1917 and 1918, helped to pre- 
serve those truths of democracy for our genera- 
tions. We still unite, we still strive mightily to 
poo intact that new order of the ages founded 

y the fathers of America. 


“AID FOR DEMOCRACY’S FIGHT 
AGAINST WORLD CONQUEST” 


In a radio address to the people of the United 
States on December 29th, 1940, Mr. Roosevelt 
expressed his conviction that the Axis Powers 

~ were not going to win the war, and pledged his 
country to aid democracy’s fight against world 
conquest - 


HIS is not a fireside chat on war. It is a talk on 
national security ; because the nub of the whole 
purpose of your President is to keep you now, 

and your children later, and your grandchildren much 
later, out of a last ditch war for the preservation of 
American independence and all of the things that 
American independence means to you and to me and to 
ours. 


Tonight, in the presence of a world crisis, my mind 
goes back eight years ago to a night in the midst of a 
domestic crisis. It was a time when the wheels of 
American industry were grinding to a full stop, when 
the whole banking system of our country had ceased to 
function. 


I well remember that while I sat in my study in the 
White House, preparing to talk with the people of the 
United States, I had before my eyes the picture of all 
those Americans with whom I was talking. I saw the 
workmen in the mills, the mines, the factories ; the girl 
behind the counter, the small shopkeeper ; the farmer 
doing his spring plowing ; the widows and the old men 
wondering about their life’s savings. 


I tried to convey to the great mass of American people 
what the banking crisis meant to them in their daily 
lives. 


7 


Tonight, I want to do the same thing, with the same 
people, in this new crisis which faces America, We met 
the issue of 1933 with courage and realism. We face 
this new crisis—this new threat to the security of our 
nation—with the same courage and realism. 


Never before since Jamestown and Plymouth Rock 
has our American civilization been in such danger as 
now. For, on September 27, 1940, by an agreement 
signed in Berlin, three powerful nations, two in Europe 
and one in Asia, joined themselves together in the threat 
that if the United States interfered with or blocked the 
expansion program of these three nations—a program 
aimed at world control—they would unite in ultimate 
action against the United States. 


The Nazi masters of Germany have made it 
clear that they intend not only to dominate all 
life and thought in their own country, but also 
to enslave the whole of Europe, and then to use the 
eer al of Europe to dominate the rest of the 
wor 


Three weeks ago, their leader stated : ‘“ There 
are two worlds that stand opposed to each other.” 
Then, in defiant reply to his opponents, he said 
this: ‘“ Others are correct when they say: with 
this world we cannot even reconcile ourselves. ... 
I can beat any other power in the world.” So said 
the leader of the Nazis. 


In other words, the Axis not merely admits 
but proclaims that there can be no ultimate peace 
between their philosophy of government and our 
philosophy of government. 


In view of the nature of this undeniable threat, it can 
be asserted properly and categorically that the United 
States has no right or reason to encourage talk of peace 
until the day shall come when there is a clear intention 
on the part of the aggressor nations to abandon all 
thought of dominating or conquering the world. 


At this moment, the forces of the states that are 
leagued against all people who live in freedom 
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are being held away from our shores. The Ger- 
mans and Italians are being blocked on the other 
side of the Atlantic by the British, and by the 
Greeks, and by thousands of soldiers and sailors 
who were able to escape from subjugated coun- 
tries. The Japanese are being engaged in Asia 
by the Chinese in another great defense. 


Some of our people like to believe that wars in Europe 
and in Asia are of no concern to us. But it is a matter 
of most vital concern to us that European and Asiatic 
war makers should not gain control of the oceans which 
lead to this hemisphere. 


One hundred and seventeen years ago, the Monroe 
Doctrine was conceived by our government as a measure 
of defense in the face of a threat against this hemisphere 
by an alliance in continental Europe. Thereafter we 
stood on guard in the Atlantic with the British as 
neighbours. There was no treaty. There was no 
“unwritten agreement.”’ 


Yet there was the feeling, proved by history, that we 
as neighbours could settle any disputes in peaceful 
fashion. The fact is that during the whole of this time 
the Western Hemisphere has remained free from aggres- 
sion from Europe or from Asia. 


Does anyone seriously believe that we need to fear 
attack while a free Britain remains our most powerful 
naval neighbour in the Atlantic? Does anyone 
seriously believe on the other hand that we could rest 
easy if the Axis powers were our neighbours there ? 


If Great Britain goes down the Axis powers 
will control the continents of Europe, Asia, Africa, 
Australia, and the high seas—and they will be in a 
position to bring enormous military and naval 
resources against this hemisphere. It is no 
exaggeration to say that all of us in the Americas 
would be living at the point of a gun—a gun loaded 
with explosive bullets economic as well as military. 


We would enter upon a new and terrible era in which 
the whole world, our hemisphere included, would be run 


by threats of brute force. To survive in such a world 
we would have to convert ourselves permanently into a 
militaristic power on the basis of war economy. 


Some of us like to believe that even if Great Britain 
falls we are still safe because of the broad expanse of 
the Atlantic and of the Pacific. But the width of these 
oceans is not what it was in the days of clipper ships. 
At one point between Africa and Brazil, the distance 1s 
less than from Washington to Denver—five hours for 
the latest type of bomber. And at the north of the 
Pacific Ocean America and Asia almost touch each other. 


Even today we have planes which could fly from the 
British Isles to New England and back without refueling. 
And the range of the modern bomber is even being 
increased. 


During the past week, many people in all parts of the 
nation have told me what they want me to say tonight. 
Almost all of them expressed a courageous desire to hear 
the plain truth about the gravity of the situation. One 
telegram, however, expressed the attitude of the small 
minority who want to see no evil and hear no evil, even 
though they know in their hearts that evil exists. That 
telegram begged me not to tell again of the ease with 
which our American cities could be bombed by any 
hostile power which had gained bases in this Western 
Hemisphere. The gist of that telegram was: “‘ Please, 
Mr. President, don’t frighten us by telling us the facts.” 


Frankly and definitely there is danger ahead—danger 
against which we must prepare. But we well know that 
we cannot escape danger, or the fear of it, by crawling 
into bed and pulling the covers over our heads. 


Some nations of Europe were bound by solemn non- 
intervention pacts with Germany. Other nations were 
assured by Germany that they need never fear invasion. 
Non-intervention pact or not, the fact remains that they 
were attacked, overrun and thrown into the modern 
form of slavery at an hour’s notice, or even without any 
notice at all, As an exiled leader of one of these nations 
said to me the other day—‘ The notice was a minus 
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quantity. It was given to my government two hours 
after German troops had poured into my country in a 
hundred places.”’ 


The fate of these nations tells us what it means to live 
at the point of a Nazi gun. 


The Nazis have justified such actions by various pious 
frauds. One of these frauds is the claim that they are 
occupying a nation for the purpose of “‘ restoring order.”’ 
Another is that they are occupying or controlling a 
nation on the excuse that they are “‘ protecting it ”’ 
against the aggression of somebody else. 


For example, Germany has said that she was occupy- 
ing Belgium to save the Belgians from the British. 
Would she hesitate to say to any South American 
country ‘‘ We are occupying you to protect you from 
aggression by the United States ? ”’ 


Belgium today is being used as an invasion base 
against Britain, now fighting for its life. Any South 
American country in Nazi hands would always cons- 
titutea jumping-off place for German attack on any one 
of the other Republics of this hemisphere. 


Analyze for yourselves the future of two other places 
even nearer to Germany if the Nazis won. Could Ireland 
hold out ? Would Irish freedom be permitted as an 
amazing exception 1n an unfree world? Or the islands 
of the Azores, which still fly the flag of Portugal after 
five centuries ? We think of Hawaii as an outpost of 
defense in the Pacific. Yet the Azores are closer to our 
shores in the Atlantic than Hawaii is on the other side. 


There are those who say that the Axis powers would 
never have any desire to attack the Western Hemisphere. 
This is the same dangerous form of wishful thinking 
which has destroyed the powers of resistance of so many 
conquered peoples. The plain facts are that the Nazis 
have proclaimed time and again that all other races are 
their inferiors, and therefore subject to their orders. And 
most important of all, the vast resources and wealth of 
this hemisphere constitute the most tempting loot in 
all the world. 
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Let us no longer blind ourselves to the undeniable 
fact that the evil forces which have crushed and under- 
mined and corrupted so many others are already within 
our own gates. Your Government knows much about 
them and every day is ferreting them out. 


Their secret emissaries are active in our own and 
neighbouring countries. They seek to stir up suspicion 
and dissension, to cause internal strife. They try to turn 
capital against labour and wice versa. They try to 
reawaken long slumbering racial and religious enmities 
_which should have no place in this country. They are 
active in every group that promotes intolerance. They 
exploit for their own ends our natural abhorrence of war. 
These trouble breeders have but one purpose. It is to 
divide our people into hostile groups and to destroy our 
unity and shatter our will to defend ourselves. 


There are also American citizens, many of them in 
high places, who unwittingly in most cases are aiding 
and abetting the work of these agents. I do not charge 
these American citizens with being foreign agents. But 
I do charge them with doing exactly the kind of work 
that the dictators want done in the United States. 


These people not only believe that we can save our 
own skins by shutting our eyes to the fate of other 
nations, some of them go much further than that. They 
say that we can and should become the friends and even 
the partners of the Axis powers. Some of them even 
suggest that we should imitate the methods of the 
dictatorships. Americans never can and never will do 
that. The experience of the past two years has proved 
beyond doubt that no nation can appease the Nazis. 
No man can tame a tiger into a kitten by stroking It. 
There can be no appeasement with ruthlessness. There 
can be no reasoning with an incendiary bomb. We 
know now that a nation can have peace with the Nazis 
only at the price of total surrender. 


Even the people of Italy have been forced to become 
accomplices of the Nazis; but at this moment they do 
not know how soon they will be embraced to death by 
their allies. 
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The American appeasers ignore the warning to be 
found in the fate of Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark and 
France. They tell you that the Axis powers are 
going to win anyway; that all this bloodshed in the 
world could be saved, and that the United States might 
just as well throw its influence into the lap of a dictated 
peace and get the best out of it that we can. 


They call it a ‘negotiated peace.’’ Nonsense! 
Is it a negotiated peace if a band of outlaws surrounds 
your community and on threat of extermination makes 
you pay tribute to save your own skins ? 


Such a dictated peace would be no peace at all. 
It would be only another armistice leading to the 
most gigantic armament race and the most devas-~ 
tating trade wars in history. And in these 
contests the Americans would offer the only real 
resistance to the Axis powers. 


With all their efficiency and parade of pious 
purpose in this war, there are still in their back- 


ground the concentration camp and the servants 
of God in chains. 


The history of recent years proves that shooting 
and chains and concentration camps are not 
simply the transient tools but the very altars of 
modern dictatorships. They may talk of a “new 
order ”’ in the world, but what they have in mind is 
but a revival of the oldest and the worst tyranny. 
In that there is no liberty, no religion, no hope. 


The proposed ‘‘ new order’ is the very opposite of 
a United States of Europe or a United States of Asia. 
It is not a government based upon the chosen of the 
governed. It is not a union of ordinary, self respecting 
men and women to protect themselves and their freedom 
and their dignity from oppression. It is an unholy 
alliance of power and pelf to dominate and enslave the 
human race. 


The British people are conducting an active 
war against this unholy alliance. Our own future 
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security is greatly dependent on the outcome of 
that fight. Our ability to “keep out of war” 
is going to be affected by that outcome. 


Thinking in terms of today and tomorrow, I make 
the direct attempt to the American people that there 
is far less chance of the United States getting into war 
if we do all we can now to support the nations defending 
themselves against attack by the Axis than if we 
acquiesce in their defeat, submit tamely to an Axis 
victory and wait our turn to be the object of attack 
in another war later on. 


If we are to be completely honest with ourselves, 
we must admit there is risk in any course we may 
take. But I deeply believe that the great majority 
of our people agree that the course that I advocate 
involves the least risk now and the greatest hope for 
world peace in the future. 


The people of Europe who are defending themselves 
do not ask us to do their fighting. They ask us for 
the implements of war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, 
the freighters, which will enable them to fight for their 
liberty and our security. | Emphatically, we must 
get these weapons to them in sufficient volume and 
quickly enough so that we and our children will be 
saved the agony and suffering of war, which others 
have had to endure. 


Let not defeatists tell us that it is too late. It will 
never be earlier. Tomorrow will be later than today. 


Certain facts are self evident. In a military sense, 
Great Britain and the British Empire are today the 
spearhead of resistance to world conquest. They are 
putting up a fight which will live forever in the story 
of human gallantry. 


There is no demand for sending an American expe- 
ditionary force outside your own borders. There is no 
intention by any members of your government to 
send such a force. You can therefore nail any talk 
about sending armies to Europe as deliberate untruth. 
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Our national policy is not directed toward war. 
Its sole purpose is to keep war away from our country 
and our people. 


Democracy’s fight against world conquest is 
being greatly aided, and must be more greatly 
aided, by the rearmament of the United States 
and by sending every ounce and every ton of muni- 
tions and supplies that we can possibly spare to 
help the defenders who are in the front lines. 
It is no more unneutral for us to do that than it is 
for Sweden, Russia and other nations near Germany 
to send steel and ore and oil and other war materials 
into Germany every day. 


We are planning our own defense with the utmost 
urgency ; and in its vast scale we must integrate 
the war needs of Britain and the other free nations 
resisting aggression. 


This is not a matter of sentiment or of controversial 
personal opinion. It is a matter of realistic military 
policy based on the advice of our military experts who 
are in close touch with existing warfare. These military 
and naval experts and the members of the Congress and 
the Administration have a single minded purpose— 
the defense of the United States. 


This nation is making a great effort to produce every- 
thing that is necessary in this emergency—and with 
all possible speed. This great effort requires great 
sacrifice. 


I would ask no one to defend a democracy which in 
turn would not defend everyone in the nation against 
want and privation. The strength of this nation shall 
not be diluted by the failure of the government to 
protect the economic well being of all citizens. 


If our capacity to produce is limited by machines it 
must ever be remembered that these machines are 
operated by the skill and the stamina of the workers. 
As the government is determined to protect the rights 
of workers, so the nation has a right to expect that the 
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men who man the machines will discharge their full 
responsibilities to the urgent needs of defense. 


The worker possesses the same human dignity and is 
entitled to the same security of position as the engineer 
or manager or owner. For the workers provide the 
human power that turns out the destroyers, the air- 
planes and the tanks. 


The nation expects our defense industries to continue 
operation without interruption by strikes or lockouts. 
It expects and insists that management and workers 
will reconcile their differences by voluntary or legal 
means to continue to produce the supplies that are so 
sorely needed. 


And on the economic side of our great defense pro- 
gramme we are, as you know, bending every effort to 
maintain stability of prices, and with that the stability 
of the cost of living. 


Nine days ago, I announced the setting up of a 
more effective organization to direct our gigantic 
efforts to increase the production of munitions. 
The appropriation of vast sums of money and a 
well co-ordinated executive direction of our econo- 
mic efforts are not in themselves enough. Guns, 
planes and ships have to be built in the factories 
and arsenals of America. They have to be produ- 
ced by workers and managers and engineers with 
the aid of machines which in turn have to be built 
by hundreds of thousands of workers throughout 
the land. 


In this great work there has been splendid co- 
operation between the government and industry 
and labour. American industrial genius, un- 
matched throughout the world in the solution of 
production problems, has been called upon to 
bring its resources and talents into action. Manu- 
facturers of watches, of farm implements, linotype 
machines, automobiles, sewing machines, lawn 
mowers and locomotives are now making fuses, 
bomb packing crates, telescope mounts, shells, 
pistols and tanks. 
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But all our present efforts are not enough. We must 
have more ships, more guns, more planes—more of 
everything. This can only be accomplished if we discard 
the notion of “‘ business as usual.’’ This job cannot be 
done merely by superimposing on the existing produc- 
tive facilities the added requirements for defense. 


Our defense efforts must not be blocked by those who 
fear the future consequences of surplus plant capacity. 
The possible consequences of failure of our defense 
efforts now are much more to be feared. 


After the present needs of our defense are past, a 
proper handling of the country’s peace time needs will 
require all of the new productive capacity—if not 
more. 


No pessimistic policy about the future of America 
shall delay the immediate expansion of those industries 
essential to defense. 


I want to make it clear that it is the purpose of the 
nation to build now with all possible speed every machine 
and arsenal and factory that we need to manufacture our 
defense material. We have the men—the skill—the 
wealth—and above all, the will. 


I am confident that if and when production of 
consumer or luxury goods in certain industries requires 
the use of machines and raw materials essential for 
defense purposes, then such production must yield to 
our primary and compelling purpose. 


I appeal to the owners of plants—to the managers— 
to the workers—to our own government employees—to 
put every ounce of effort into producing these munitions 
swiftly and without stint. And with this appeal I give 
you the pledge that all of us who are officers of your 
government will devote ourselves to the same whole- 
hearted extent to the great task which lies ahead. 


As planes and ships and guns and shells are produced, 
your government, with its defense experts, can then 
determine how best to use them to defend this hemi- 
sphere. The decision as to how much shall be sent 
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abroad and how much shall remain at home must be 
made on the basis of our over-all military necessities. 


We must be the great arsenal of democracy. 
For us this is an emergency as serious as war 
itself. We must apply ourselves to our task with 
the same resolution, the same sense of urgency, 
the same spirit of patriotism and sacrifice as 
we would show were we at war. 

We have furnished the British great material 
support, and we will furnish far more in the future. 
There will be no ‘ bottlenecks’ in our determina- 
tion to aid Great Britain. No dictator, no combi- 
nation of dictators, will weaken that determina- 
tion by threats of how they will construe that 
determination. 

The British have received invaluable military 
support from the heroic Greek Army and from the 
forces of all the governments in exile. Their 
strength is growing. It is the strength of men and 
women who value their freedom more highly 
than they value their lives. 

I believe that the Axis powers are not going 
to win this war. I base that belief on the latest 
and best information. 


We have no excuse for defeatism. We have every 
good reason for hope—hope for peace, hope for the 
defense of our civilization, and for the building of a 
better civilization in the future. 


I have the profound conviction that the American 
people are now determined to put forth a mightier effort 
than they have ever yet made to increase our production 
of all the implements of defence in order to meet the 
threat to our democratic faith. 


As President of the United States, I call for that 
national effort. I call for it in the name of this nation 
which we love and honour, and which we are privileged 
and proud to serve. I call upon our people with 
absolute confidence that our common cause will greatly 
succeed. 
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“U.S. A. THE ARSENAL OF 
FREE NATIONS.” 


Addressing a joint session of Congress on January 
6th, 1941, in a speech broadcast to the Umited 
States, Mr. Roosevelt set forth the foundations of a 
healthy democracy and urged Congress and the 
people so to act that these basic freedoms shall 
be preserved. He said :— 


TO the Congress of the United States : 


I address you, the members of the 77th Congress, at 
a moment unprecedented in the history of the Union. 
I use the word “‘ unprecedented ’’ because at no previous 
time has American security been as seriously threatened 
from without as it is today. 


Since the permanent formation of our government 
under the Constitution in 1789, most of the periods 
of crisis in our history have related to our domestic 
affairs. Fortunately only one of these—the four year 
war between the States—ever threatened our national 
unity. Today, thank God, one hundred and thirty 
million Americans in forty-eight States have forgotten 
points of the compass in our national unity. 


It is true that prior to 1914 the United States often 
had been disturbed by events in other continents. We 
had even engaged in two wars with European nations 
and in a number of undeclared wars in the West Indies, 
in the Mediterranean and in the Pacific for the mainte- 
nance of American rights and for the principles of 
peaceful commerce. In no case, however, had a serious 
threat been raised against our national safety or our 
independence. 


What I seek to convey is the historic truth that the 
United States as a nation has at all times maintained 
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opposition to any attempt to lock us in behind an ancient 
Chinese wall while the procession of civilization went 
past. To-day, thinking of our children and their 
children, we oppose enforced isolation for ourselves or 
for any part of the Americas. 


That determination of ours was proved, for example, 
during the quarter century of wars following the French 
revolution. While the Napoleonic struggles did threaten 
interests of the United States because of French foothold 
in the West Indies and in Louisiana, and while we 
engaged in the war of 1812 to vindicate our right to 

eaceful trade, it is nevertheless clear that neither 
rance nor Great Britain nor any other nation was 
aiming at domination of the whole world. 


In like fashion, from 1815 to 1914—ninety-nine years— 
no single war in Europe or in Asia constituted a real 
threat against our future or against the future of any 
other American nation. 


Except in the Maximilian interlude in Mexico, no 
foreign power sought to establish itself in this hemi- 
sphere ; and the strength of the British fleet in the 
Atlantic has been a friendly strength. It is still a 
friendly strength. 


Even when the World War broke out in 1914, it 
seemed to contain only small threat of danger to our 
own American future. But as time went on the 
American people began to visualize what the downfall 
of democratic nations might mean to our own democracy. 


We need not overemphasize imperfections in 
the peace of Versailles. We need not harp on 
failure of the democracies to deal with problems 
of world reconstruction. We should remember 
that the peace of 1919 was far less unjust than 
the kind of “ pacification ” which began even before 
Munich and which is being carried on under the 
new order of tyranny that seeks to spread over 
every continent today. The American people 
have unalterably set their faces against that tyranny. 
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Every realist knows that the democratic way of 
life is at this moment being directly assailed in 
every part of the world—assailed either by arms, 
or by secret spreading of poisonous propaganda 
by those who seek to destroy unity and promote 
discord in nations still at peace. 


During sixteen months this assault has blotted 
out the whole pattern of democratic life in an 
appalling number of independent nations, great 
and small. The assailants are still on the march, 
threatening other nations, great and small. 


Therefore, as your President, performing my consti- 
tutional duty to ‘ give to the Congress information of 
the state of the Union,’ I find it necessary to report 
that the future and the safety of our country and of our 
democracy are overwhelmingly involved in events far 
beyond our borders. 


Armed defense of democratic existence is now 
being gallantly waged in four continents. If that 
defense fails all the population and all the resources 
of Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia will be 
dominated by the conquerors. The total of those 
populations and their resources greatly exceeds 
the sum total of the population and resources of 
the whole of the Western Hemisphere—many 
times over. 


In times like these, it is immature—and incidentally 
untrue—for anybody to brag that an unprepared 
America, single handed and with one hand tied behind 
its back, can hold off the whole world. 


No realistic American can expect from a 
dictator’s peace international generosity, or return 
of true independence, or world disarmament, 
or freedom of expression, or freedom of religion— 
or even good business. 


Such a peace would bring no security for us or 
for our neighbours. ‘ Those who would give up 
essential liberty to purchase a little temporary 
safety desire neither liberty nor safety.” 
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As a nation we may take pride in the fact that we are 
soft hearted; but we cannot afford to be soft headed. 
We must always be wary of those who with sounding 
brass and tinkling cymbal preach the ‘ism’ of appease- 
ment. We must especially beware of that small group of 
selfish men who would clip the wings of the American 
eagle in order to feather their own nests. 


I have recently pointed out how quickly the tempo 
of modern warfare could bring into our very midst the 
physical attack which we must expect if the dictator 
nations win this war. 


There is much loose talk of our immunity from im- 
mediate and direct invasion from across the seas. Ob- 
viously, as long as the British navy retains its power, 
no such danger exists. Even if there were no British 
navy, it is not probable that any enemy would be stupid 
enough to attack us by landing troops in the United 
States from across thousands of miles of ocean until 
it had acquired strategic bases from which to operate. 


But we learn much from the lessons of the past years 
in Europe—particularly the lesson of Norway, whose 
essential seaports were captured by treachery and 
surprise built up over a series of years. 


The first phase of the invasion of this hemisphere 
would not be the landing of regular troops. The neces- 
sary strategic points would be occupied by secret 
agents and their dupes—and great numbers of them are 
already here and in Latin America. 


As long as the aggressor nations maintain the offen- 
sive, they—not we—will choose the time and the place 
and the method of their attack. That is why the future 
of all American Republics is today in serious danger. 
That is why this annual message to the Congress is 
unique in our history. That is why every member of 
the Executive Branch of the government and every 
member of the Congress face great responsibility—and 
great accountability. 


The need of the moment is that our actions and our 
policy should be devoted primarily—almost exclusively 
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to meeting this foreign peril. For all our domestic 
problems are now a part of the great emergency. 


Just as our national policy in internal affairs 
has been based upon a decent respect for the rights 
and dignity of all our fellow men within our gates, 
so our national policy in foreign affairs has been 
based on a decent respect for the rights and dignity 
of all nations, large and small. And the justice of 
morality must and will win in the end. 


Our national policy is this : 
First, by an impressive expression of the public will 


and without regard to partisanship, we are committed 
to all inclusive national defense. 


Second, by an impressive expression of the public 
will and without regard to partisanship, we are com- 
mitted to full support of all those resolute peoples, every- 
where, who are resisting aggression, and are thereby 
keeping war away from our hemisphere. By this 
support we express our determination that the demo- 
cratic cause shall prevail ; and we strengthen the defense 
and security of our own nation. 


Third, by an impressive expression of the public 
will and without regard to partisanship, we are com- 
mitted to the proposition that principles of morality 
and considerations for our own security will never per- 
mit us to acquiesce in a peace dictated by aggressors 
and sponsored by appeasers. We know that enduring 
peace cannot be bought at the cost of other peoples’ 
freedom. 


In the recent national election, there was no sub- 
stantial difference between the two great parties 
in respect to that national policy. No issue was 
fought out on this line before the American elec- 
torate. Today it is abundantly evident that Ameri- 
can citizens everywhere are demanding and sup- 
porting speedy and complete action in recognition 
of obvious danger. 

Therefore, the immediate need is a swift and 
driving increase in our armament production. 
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Leaders of industry and labour have responded to our 
summons. Goals of speed have been set. In some 
cases these goals are being reached ahead of time; in 
some cases we are on schedule ; in other cases there are 
slight but not serious delays ; and in some cases—and 
I am sorry to say very important cases—we are all 
concerned by the slowness of the accomplishment of 
our plans. 


The Army and Navy, however, have made substantial 
progress during the past year. Actual experience is 
improving and speeding up our methods of production 
with every passing day. Today’s best is not good 
enough for tomorrow. . 


I am not satisfied with the progress thus far made. 
The men in charge of the program represent the best 
in training, ability and patriotism. They are not satis- 
fied with the progress thus far made. None of us will 
be satisfied until the job is done. 


No matter whether the original goal was set too high 
or too low, our objective is quicker and better results. 


To give two illustrations: We are behind schedule 
in turning out finished airplanes ; we are working day 
and night to solve the innumerable problems and to 
catch up. We are ahead of schedule in building war- 
ships ; but we are working to get even further ahead of 
schedule. 


To change a whole nation from a basis of peacetime 
production of implements of peace to a basis of wartime 
production of implements of war is no small task. And 
the greatest difficulty comes at the beginning of the 
program, when new tools and plant facilities and new 
assembly lines and shipways must first be constructed 
before the actual material begins to flow steadily and 
speedily from them. 


The Congress of course must rightly keep itself in- 
formed at all times of the progress of the program. 
However, there is certain information, as the Congress 
itself will readily recognize, which in the interests of 
our own security and those of the nation we are support- 
ing, must needs be kept in confidence. 
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New circumstances are constantly begetting new 
needs for our safety. I shall ask this Congress for 
greatly increased new appropriations and authoriza- 
tions to carry on what we have begun. 


I also ask this Congress for authority and for 
funds sufficient to manufacture additional muni- 
tions and war supplies of many kinds, to be turned 
over to those nations which are now in actual war 
with aggressor nations. 


Our most useful and immediate role is to act 
as an arsenal for them as well as for ourselves. 
They do not need man power. They do need 
billions of dollars worth of the weapons of defense. 


The time is near when they will not be able to 
pay for them in ready cash. We cannot, and will 
not, tell them they must surrender merely because 
of present inability to pay for the weapons which 
we know they must have. 


I do not recommend that we make them a loan of 
dollars with which to pay for these weapons—a loan 
to be repaid in dollars. I recommend that we make it 
possible for those nations to continue to obtain war 
materials in the United States, fitting their orders into 
our own program. Nearly all of their material would, 
if the time ever came, be useful for our own defense. 


Taking counsel of expert military and naval author- 
ities, considering what is best for our own security, we 
are free to decide how much should be kept here and 
how much should be sent abroad to our friends who by 
their determined and heroic resistance are giving us time 
in which to make ready our own defense. 


For what we send abroad we shall be repaid, within a 
reasonable time following the close of hostilities, in similar 
materials or, at our option, in other goods of many 
kinds which they can produce and which we need. 


Let us say to the democracies: “We Americans 
are utterly concerned in your defense of freedom. 
We are putting forth our energies, our resources 
and our organizing powers to give you the strength 
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to regain and maintain a free world. We shall send 
you in ever increasing numbers ships, planes, 
tanks, guns. This is our purpose and our pledge.” 


In fulfilment of this purpose, we will not be intimidated 
by the threats of dictators that they will regard as a 
breach of international law and as an act of war our 
aid to the democracies which dare to resist their aggres- 
sion. Such aid is not an act of war, even if a dictator 
should unilaterally proclaim it so to be. 


When the dictators are ready to make war upon us, 
they will not wait for an act of war on our part. They 
did not wait for Norway or Belgium or the Netherlands 
to commit an act of war. 


Their only interest is in a new one-way international 
law, which lacks mutuality in its observance and there- 
fore becomes an instrument of oppression. 


The happiness of future generations of Americans 
may well depend upon how effective and how immediate 
we can make our aid felt. No one can tell the exact 
character of the emergency situations that we may be 
called upon to meet. The nation’s hands must not be 
tied when the nation’s life is in danger. 


We must all prepare to make the sacrifices that the 
emergency—as serious as war itself—demands. What- 
ever stands in the way of speed and efficiency in defense 
preparations must give way to the national need. 


A free nation has the right to expect full co-operation 
from all groups. A free nation has the right to look 
to the leaders of business, of labour and of agriculture 
to take the lead in stimulating effort, not among other 
groups but within their own groups. 


The best way of dealing with the few slackers or 
trouble makers in our midst is first to shame them by 
patriotic example. And if that fails, to use the sover- 
eignty of government to save government. 


As men do not live by bread alone, they do not fight 
by armaments alone. Those who man our defenses and 
those behind them who build our defenses must have 
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the stamina and courage which come from an unshake- 
able belief in the manner of life which they are defending. 
The mighty action which we are calling for cannot be 
based on a disregard of all things worth fighting for. 


The nation takes great satisfaction and much strength 
from the things which have been done to make its people 
conscious of their individual stake in the preservation 
of democratic life in America. Those things have 
toughened the fibre of our people, have renewed their 
faith and strengthened their devotion to the institutions 
we make ready to protect. 


Certainly this is no time to stop thinking about the 
social and economic problems which are the root cause 
of the social revolution which is today a supreme factor 
in the world. 


There is nothing mysterious about the founda- 
tions of a healthy and strong democracy. The 
basic things expected by our people of their poli- 
tical and economic systems are simple. They 
are: 


Equality of opportunity for youth and for others. 
Jobs for those who can work. 

Security for those who need it. 

The ending of special privilege for the few. 
The preservation of civil liberties for all. 


The enjoyment of the fruits of scientific progress 
in a wider and constantly rising standard of living. 


These are the simple and basic things that must 
never be lost sight of in the turmoil and unbelievable 
complexity of our modern world. The inner and 
abiding strength of our economic and political systems 
is dependent upon the degree to which they fulfil these 
expectations. 


Many subjects connected with our social economy call 
for immediate improvement. As examples: We should 
bring more citizens under the coverage of old age pen- 
sions and unemployment insurance. We should widen 
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the opportunities for adequate medical care. We 
should plan a better system by which persons deserving 
or needing gainful employment may obtain it. 


I have called for personal sacrifice. I am assured of 
the willingness of almost all Americans to respond to 
that call. A part of the sacrifice means the payment of 
more money in taxes. In my budget message, I recom- 
mended that a greater portion of this great defense 
programme be paid for from taxation than we are paying 
today. No person should try, or be allowed, to get rich 
out of this programme ; and the principle of tax pay- 
ments in accordance with ability to pay should be 
constantly before our eyes to guide our legislation. 


If the Congress maintains these principles, the voters, 
putting patriotism ahead of pocketbooks, will give you 
their applause. 


In the future days, which we seek to make secure, 
we look forward to a world founded upon four 
essential human freedoms. 


The first is freedom of speech and expression— 
everywhere in the world. 


The second is freedom of every person to worship 
God in his own way—everywhere in the world. 


The third is freedom from want—which, trans- 
lated into world terms, means economic under- 
standings which will secure to every nation a healthy 
peacetime life for its inhabitants—everywhere in 
the world. 


The fourth is freedom from fear—which, trans- 
lated into world terms, means a worldwide reduc~ 
tion of armaments to such a point and in such a 
thorough fashion that no nation will be im a position 
to commit an act of physical aggression against 
any neighbour—anywhere in the world. 


That is no vision of a distant millenium. It is a 
definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own 
time and generation. That kind of world is the very 
antithesis of the so-called new order{of tyranny which 
the dictators seek to create with the crash of a bomb. 
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To that new order we oppose the greater conception 
—the moral order. A good society is able to face 
schemes of world domination and foreign revolutions 
alike without fear. 


Since the beginning of our American history we have 
engaged in change—in a perpetual peaceful revolution 
. —a revolution which goes on steadily, quickly adjusting 
itself to changing conditions—without the concentration 
camp or the quick-lime in the ditch. The world order 
which we seek is the co-operation of free countries, work- 
ing together in a friendly, civilized society. 


This nation has placed its destiny in the hands 
and heads and hearts of its millions of free men and 
women ; and its faith in freedom under the guidance 
of God. Freedom means the supremacy of human 
rights everywhere. Our support goes to those 
who struggle to gain those rights or keep them. 
Our strength is in our unity of purpose. 


To that high concept there can be no end save 
victory. 
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IV 


“WE KNOW THAT DEMOCRACY 
CANNOT BE CONQUERED ” 


At his tnauguration ceremony on January 20th 
1941 as the first third-term President of the United 
States, Mr. Roosevelt proclaimed the strong 
purpose of is countrymen “‘ to protect and to 
perpetuate the integrity of democracy.” 


N each national day of inauguration since 1789, 
the people have renewed their sense of dedication 
to the United States. 


In Washington’s day the task of the people was to 
create and weld together a nation. In Lincoln’s day 
the task of the people was to preserve that nation from 
disruption from within. 


In this day the task of the people is to save that 
nation and its institutions from disruption from 
without. 


To us there has come a time in the midst of swift 
happenings to pause for a moment and take stock—to 
recall what our place in history has been and to re- 
‘discover what we are and what we may be. If we do 
not, we risk the real peril of inaction. 


Lives of nations are determined not by the count 
of years but by the lifetime of the human spirit. The 
life of a man is three score years and ten : a little more, 
a little less. The life of a nation is the fullness of the 
measure of its will to live. 


There are men who doubt this. There are men who 
believe that democracy, as a form of government and 
a frame of life, is limited or measured by a kind of 
mystical and artificial fate—that, for some unexplained 
reason, tyranny and slavery have become the surging 
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wave of the future—and that freedom is an ebbing tide. 
But we Americans know that this is not true. 


Eight years ago, when the life of this Republic seemed 
frozen by a fatalistic terror, we proved that this is not 
true. We were in the midst of shock—but we acted. 
We acted quickly, boldly, decisively. 


These later years have been living years—fruitful 
years for the people of this democracy. For they have 
brought to us greater security and, I hope, a better 
understanding that life’s ideals are to be measured in 
other than material things. 


Most vital to our present and our future is this ex- 
perience of a democracy which successfully survived 
crises at home ; put away many evil things; built new 
structures on enduring lines; and through it all main- 
tained the fact of its democracy. 


For action has been taken within the three way 
framework of the Constitution of the United States. 
The co-ordinate branches of the Government continue 
freely to function. The Bill of Rights remains inviolate. 
The freedom of elections is wholly maintained. 
Prophets of the downfall of American democracy 
have seen their dire predictions come to naught. 


Democracy is not dying. We know it because 
we have seen it revive—and grow. We know it 
cannot die—because it is built on the unhampered 
initiative of individual men and women air 
together in a common enterprise—an enterpri 
undertaken and carried through by the free 
expression of a free majority. 


We know it because democracy alone, of all forms 
of government, enlists the full force of men’s 
enlightened will. 


We know it because democracy alone has con- 
structed an unlimited civilization capable of 
— progress in the improvement of human 

e. 

We know it because, if we look below the surface, 
we sense it still spreading on every continent—for 
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it is the most humane, the most advanced, and 
in the end the most unconquerable of all forms of 
human society. 


A nation, like a person, has a body—a body that 
must be fed and clothed and housed, invigorated and 
rested, in a manner that measures up to the objectives 
of our time. 


A nation, like a person, has a mind—a mind that 
must be kept informed and alert, that must know itself, 
that understands the hopes and the needs of its neighbours 
—all the other nations that live within the narrowing 
circle of the world. 


And a nation, like a person, has something deeper, 
something more permanent, something larger than the 
sum of allits parts. It is that something which matters 
most to its future—which calls forth the most sacred 
guarding of its present. 


It is a thing for which we find it difficult—even 
impossible—to hit upon a single, simple word. And 
yet we all understand what it is—the spirit—the faith 
of America. It is the product of centuries. It was 
born in the multitudes of those who came from many 
lands—some of high degree but mostly plain people— 
who sought here, early and late, to find freedom more 
freely. 

The democratic aspiration is no mere recent phase 
in human history. It is human history. It permeated 
the ancient life of early peoples. It blazed anew in 
the middle ages. It was written in Magna Carta. 


In the Americas its impact has been irresistible. 
America has been the New World in all tongues, to all 
peoples, not because this continent was a new found 
land, but because all those who came here believed 
they could create upon this continent a new life—a life 
that should be new in freedom. 


Its vitality was written into our own Mayflower 
compact, into the Declaration of Independence, into 
the Constitution of the United States, into the Gettys- 
burg Address. 
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Those who first came here to carry out the longings 
of their spirit, and the millions who followed, and the 
stock that sprang from them—all have moved forward 
constantly and consistently toward an ideal which in 
itself has gained stature and clarity with cach generation. 


The hopes of the Republic cannot forever tolerate 
elther undeserved poverty or self-serving wealth. We 
know that we still have far to go; that we must more 
greatly build the security and the opportunity and 
the knowledge of every citizen, in the measure justified 
by the resources and the capacity of the land. 


But it is not enough to achieve these purposes alonc. 
It is not enough to clothe and feed the body of this 
nation and instruct and inform its mind. For there 
is also the spirit. And of the three, the greatest is the 
spirit. 

Without the body and the mind, as all men know, 
the nation could not live. But if the spirit of America 
were killed, even though the nation’s body and mind, 
constricted in an alien world, lived on, the America 
we know would have perished. 


That spirit—that faith—speaks to us in our daily 
lives in ways often unnoticed, because they seem so 
obvious. It speaks to us here in the capital of the nation. 
It speaks to us through the processes of governing in the 
sovereignties of forty-eight States. It speaks to us in 
our countries, in our cities, in our towns and in our 
villages. It speaks to us from the other nations of the 
hemisphere, and from those across the seas—the 
enslaved as wellas the free. Sometimes we fail to hear 
or heed these voices of freedom because to us the 
privilege of our freedom is such an old, old story. 


The destiny of America was proclaimed in words of 
prophecy spoken by our first President in his first 
inaugural in 1789—-words almost directed, it would 
seem, to this year of 1941: ‘‘The preservation of the 
sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican 
model of government are just considered—deeply— 
finally, staked on the experiment intrusted to the hands 
of the American people.”’ 
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If we lose that sacred fire—if we let it be smothered 
with doubt and fear—then we shall reject the destiny 
which Washington strove so valiantly and so triumph- 
antly to establish. The preservation of the spirit and 
faith of the nation does, and will, furnish the highest 
justification for every sacrifice that we may make in the 
cause of national defence. 


In the face of great perils never before encoun- 
tered, our strong purpose is to protect and to 
perpetuate the integrity of democracy. 


For this we muster the spirit of America and 
the faith of America. 


We do not retreat. We are not content to stand 
still. As Americans, we go forward in the service 
of our country, by the will of God. 
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Vv 


“IMMEDIATE ALL-OUT AID TILL 
VICTORY IS WON ”’ 


Speaking on March 15th, 1941, at a dinner of the 
White House Correspondents’ Association (the 
speech being broadcast to the American people), 
immediately after the passing by Congress of the 
Lend and Lease Bill, Mr. Roosevelt defined the 
policy of the United States as immediate, all-out 
aid to Britain, Greece, China and all the exiled 
governments of Europe, until total victory had 
been won. 


HIS dinner of the White House Correspondents’ 
Association is unique. It is the first one at 
which I have made a speech in all these eight 

years. It differs from the press conferences that you 
and I hold twice a week. You cannot ask me any 
questions ; and everything I have to say is word for 
word ‘‘ on the record.”’ 


For eight years you and | have been helping each 
other. I have been trying to keep you informed of the 
news of Washington, and of the nation, and of the world, 
from the point of view of the presidency. You, more 
than you realize it, have been giving me a great deal of 
information about what the people of this country are 
thinking. 

In our press conferences, as at this dinner tonight, we 
include reporters representing papers and news agencies 
of many other lands. To most of them it is a matter of 
constant amazement that press conferences such as ours 
can exist in any nation in the world. That is especially 
true in those lands where freedom does not exist— 
where the purposes of our democracy and the charac- 
teristics of our country and of our people have been 
seriously distorted. 
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Such misunderstandings are not new. I remember 
that in the early days of the first World War the German 
Government received solemn assurances from their 
representatives in the United States that the people of 
America were disunited ; that they cared more for peace 
at any price than for the preservation of ideals and 
freedom ; that there would even be riots and revolu- 
tions in the United States if this nation ever asserted 
its own interests. 


Let not dictators of Europe and Asia doubt our 
unanimity now. 


Before the present war broke out on September 1, 
1939, I was more worried about the future than many 
people—most people. The record shows I was not 
worried enough. 


That, however, is water over the dam. Do not let 
us waste time reviewing the past, or fixing or dodging 
the blame for it. History cannot be rewritten by wish- 
ful thinking. We, the American people, are writing 
new history today. 


The big news story of this week is this: the 
world has been told that we, as a united nation, 
realize the danger which confronts us—and that to 
meet that danger our democracy has gone into 
action. 


We know that although Prussian autocracy 
was bad enough, Nazism is far worse. Nazi forces 
are not seeking mere modifications in colonial 
maps or in minor European boundaries. They 
openly seek the destruction of all elective systems 
of government on every continent—including our 
own ; they seek to establish systems of government 
based on the regimentation of all human beings 
by a handful of individual rulers who have seized 
power by force. 


These men and their hypnotized followers call 
this a new order. It is not new. It is not order. 
For order among nations presupposes something 
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enduring—some system of justice under which 

individuals, over a long satiod of time, are willing 

to live. Humanity will never permanently accept 

a system imposed by conquest and based on 
very. 


These modern tyrants find it necessary to their 
plans toeliminate all democracies—eliminate 
them one by one. The nations of Europe, and 
indeed we ourselves, did not appreciate that pur- 
pose. Wedonow. The process of the elimination 
of the European nations proceeded according to 
plan through 1939 and 1940, until the schedule 
was shot to pieces by the unbeatable defenders 
of Britain. 

The enemies of democracy were wrong in their cal- 
culations for a very simple reason. They were wrong 
because they believed that democracy could not adjust 
itself to the terrible reality of a world at war. They 
believed that democracy, because of its profound 
respect for the rights of men, would never arm itself to 
fight. They believed that democracy, because of its 
will to live at peace with its neighbours, could not mo- 
bilize its energies even in its own defence. 


They know now that democracy can still remain 
democracy, and speak, and reach conclusions, and arm 
itself adequately for defence. 


From the bureaus of propaganda of the Axis powers 
came the confident prophecy that the conquest of our 
country would be “ an inside job ’’—a job accomplished 
not by overpowering invasion from without, but by 
disruption, confusion and disunion and moral disinte- 
gration from within. Those who believed that knew little 
of our history. America is not a country which can be 
confounded by the appeasers, the defeatists, the back- 
Stairs manufacturers of panic. It is a country which 
talks out its problems in the open, where any man can 
hear them. 


We have just now engaged in a great debate. It was 
not limited to the hall of Congress. It was argued in 
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every newspaper, on every wave length, over every 
cracker barrel in the land. It was finally settled and 
settled by the American people themselves. 


The decisions of our democracy may be slowly arrived 
at. But when that decision is made, it is proclaimed 
not with the voice of any one man but with the voice of 
one hundred and thirty million people. It is binding 
on all of us. And the world is no longer left in doubt. 
This decision is the end of any attempts at appeasement 
in our land ; the end of urging us to get along with the 
dictators ; the end of compromise with tyranny and the 
forces of oppression. 


The urgency is understood now. We believe 
firmly that when our production output is in full 
swing, the democracies of the world will be able 
to prove that dictatorships cannot win. 


But now the time element is of supreme 
importance. Every plane, every other instrument 
of war, old and new, which we can spare now we 
will send overseas. Thatis commonsense strategy. 
The great task of this day, the duty which rests 
upon us, is to move products from the assembly 
lines of our factories to the battle lines of demo- 
cracy—now. 


We can have speed and effectiveness 1f we maintain 
our existing unity. We do not have and never will have 
the false unity of a people browbeaten by threats and 
misled by propaganda. Ours isa unity which is possible 
only among free men and women who recognize the 
truth, and face reality with intelligence and courage. 


Today, at last, ours is not a partial effort. It is a 
total effort and that is the only way to guarantee 
ultimate safety. 


Beginning a year ago, we started the erection of 
hundreds of plants, and we started the training of muil- 
lions of men. Then, at the moment the Aid to Demo- 
cracies Bill was passed, we were ready to recommend 
the seven billion dollars appropriation on the bill of 
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Capacity production as now planned. The articles 
themselves cover the whole range of munitions of war 
and of the facilities for transporting them. 


The Aid to Democracies Bill was agreed to by 
both Houses of the Congress last Tuesday after-~ 
noon. I signed it one half hour later. Five minutes 
later I approved a list of articles for immediate 
shipment. Many of them are on their way. On 
Wednesday, I recommended an appropriation for 
new material to the extent of seven billion dollars ; 
and the Congress is making patriotic speed in 
making the appropriation available. 


Here in Washington, we are thinking in terms of 
speed and speed now. And I hope that that watchword 
will find its way into every home in the nation. We 
shall have to make sacrifices—every one of us. The 
final extent of those sacrifices will depend upon the speed 
with which we act now ! 


I must tell you tonight in plain language what this 
undertaking means to you—to your daily life. 


Whether you are in the armed services ; whether you 
are a steel worker or a stevedore; a machinist or a 
housewife ; a farmer or a banker; a storekeeper or a 
manufacturer—to all of you it will mean sacrifice on 
behalf of country and your liberties. You will feel the 
impact of this gigantic effort in your daily lives. You 
will feel it in a way which will cause many 
inconveniences. 


You will have to be content with lower profits from 
business because obviously your taxes will be higher. 
You will have to work longer at your bench, or your 
plough, or your machine. 


Let me make it clear that the nation is calling for the 
sacrifice of some privileges but not for the sacrifice of 
fundamental rights. Most of us will do that willingly. 
That kind of sacrifice is for the common national pro- 
tection and welfare ; for our defence against the most 
ruthless brutality in history ; for the ultimate victory 
of a way of life now so violently menaced. 
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A half hearted effort on our part will lead to failure. 
This is no part time job. The concepts of ‘‘ business as 
usual’ and ‘‘ normalcy ’’ must be forgotten until the 
task is finished. This is an all out effort—nothing short 
of all out effort will win. 


We are now dedicated, from here on, to a constantly 
increasing tempo of production—a production greater 
than we now know or have ever known before—a pro- 
duction that does not stop and should not pause. 


And so, tonight, I am appealing to the heart and to 
the mind of every man and every woman within our 
borders who love liberty. I ask you to consider the 
needs of our nation at this hour, and to put aside all 
personal differences until our victory is won. 


The light of democracy must be kept burning. 
To the perpetuation of this light, each must do his 
own share. The single effort of one individual 
may seem very small. But there are one hundred 
thirty million individuals over here. There are 
many more millions in Britain and elsewhere 
bravely shielding the great flame of democracy 
from the blackout of barbarism. It is not enough 
for us merely to trim the wick, or polish the glass. 
The time has come when we must provide the fuel 
ever rane amounts to keep the flame 

ignt. 


There will be no divisions of party, or section or 
race, or nationality, or religion. There is not one 
among us who does not have a stake in the outcome of 
the effort in which we are now engaged. 


A few weeks ago I spoke of four freedoms—freedom 
of speech and expression, freedom of every person to 
worship God in his own way, freedom from want, free- 
dom from fear. They are the ultimate stake. They 
may not be immediately attainable throughout the 
world, but humanity does move toward those ideals 
through democracy’s processes. If we fail—if demo- 
cracy is superseded by slavery—then those four free- 
doms or even the mention of them will become forbidden 
things. Centuries will pass before they can be revived. 
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By winning now, we strengthen their meaning, we 
increase the stature of mankind and the dignity of 
human life. 


There is a vast difference between the word “‘ loyalty ”’ 
and the word “‘ obedience.’’ Obedience can be obtained 
and enforced in a dictatorship by the use of threat and 
extortion or it can be obtained by a failure on the part 
of government to tell the truth to its citizens. Loyalty 
is different. It springs from the mind that is given the 
facts, that retains ancient ideals and proceeds without 
coercion to give support to its own government. That 
is true in England, and in Greece, and in China, and in 
the United States today. And in many other countries 
millions of men and women are praying for the return 
of a day when they can give that kind of loyalty. 


Loyalty cannot be bought. Dollars alone will not 
win this war. Let us not delude ourselves as to that. 


Today, nearly a million and a half American citizens 
are hard at work in our armed forces. The spirit and the 
determination of these men of our Army and Navy are 
worthy of the highest traditions of our country. No 
better men ever served under Washington, or John Paul 
Jones, or Grant, or Lee, or Pershing. That is a boast, 
I admit—but it is not an idle one. 


Upon the national will to sacrifice and to work 
depends the output of our industry and our agri- 
culture. Upon that will, depends the survival 
of the vital bridge across the ocean—the bridge of 
ships which carry the arms and food for those who 
are fighting the good fight. Upon that will may 
depend practical assistance to aid other nations 
which may determine to offer resistance. Upon 
that will, may depend practical assistance to 
people now living in nations which have been 
overrun, should they find the opportunity to strike 
back in an effort to regain their liberties. 


This will of the American people will not be 
frustrated, either by threats from powerful enemies 
or by small selfish groups or individuals at home. 
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The determination of America must not be obstructed 
by war profiteering. It must not be obstructed by 
unnecessary strikes of workers, by short-sighted 
management, or by deliberate sabotage. 


For, unless we win there will be no freedom for 
either management or labour. Wise labour leaders 
and wise business managers will realize how necessary 
it is to their own existence to make common sacrifice 
for this great common cause. 


There is no longer the slightest question or 
doubt that the American people recognize the 
extreme seriousness of the present situation. That 
is why they have demanded, and got, a policy of 
unqualified, immediate, all out aid for Britain, 
Greece, China and for all the governments in exile 
whose homelands are temporarily occupied by the 
aggressors. From nowonthataid will be increased 
—and yet again increased—until total victory has 
been won. 


The British are stronger than ever in the magnificent 
morale which has enabled them to endure all the dark 
days and the shattered nights of the past ten months. 
They have the full support and help of Canada, and 
the other dominions, of the rest of their empire, and 
non-British people throughout the world who still 
think in terms of the great freedom. The British people 
are braced for invasion whenever the attempt may 
come—tomorrow—next week—next month. 


In this historic crisis, Britain is blessed with a 
brilliant and great leader in Winston Churchill. 
But no one knows better than Mr. Churchill himself 
that it is not alone his stirring words and valiant 
deeds which give the British their superb morale. 
The essence of that morale is in the masses of 
plain people who are completely clear in their 
minds about the one essential fact—that they 
would rather die as free men than live as slaves. 


These plain people—civilians as well as soldiers and 
sailors and airmen—women and girls as well as men and 
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boys—are fighting in the front line of civilization, and 
they are holding that line with a fortitude which will 
forever be the pride and the inspiration of all free men 
on every continent and on every island of the sea. 


The British people and their Grecian allies 
need ships. From America they will get ships. 
They need planes. From America, they will get 
planes. They need food. From America, they will 
get food. They need tanks and guns and ammuni- 
tion and supplies of all kinds. From America, 
they will get tanks and guns and ammunition and 
supplies of all kinds. 


China likewise expresses the magnificent will of 
millions of plain people to resist the dismemberment 
of their nation. China, through the Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai Shek, asks our help. America has said that 
China shall have our help. 


Our country is going to be what our people have 
proclaimed it must be—the arsenal of democracy. Our 
country is going to play its full part. 


And when dictatorships disintegrate—and pray God 
that will be sooner than any of us now dares to hope— 
then our country must continue to play its great part 
in the period of world reconstruction. 


We believe that the rallying cry of the dicta- 
tors, their boasting about a master-race, will prove 
to be pure stuff and nonsense. There never has 
been, there isn’t now, and there never will be, 
any race of people fit to serve as masters over their 
fellow men. 


The world has no use for any nation which, 
because of size or because of military might, 
asserts the right to goose-step to world power 
over other nations or other races. We believe 
that any nationality, no matter how small, has 
the inherent right to its own nationhood. 


We believe that the men and women of such nations, 
no matter what size, can, through the processes of 
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peace, serve themselves and serve the world by protecting 
the common man’s security ; improve the standard of 
healthful living; provide markets for manufacture 
and for agriculture. Through that kind of peaceful 
service every nation can increase its happiness, banish 
the terrors of war, and abandon man’s inhumanity 
to man. 

Never, in all our history, have Americans faced a 
job so well worthwhile. May it be said of us in the 
days to come that our children and our children’s 
children rise up and call us blessed. 
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